
CHRIS OTTON APPOINTED AS THE NEW DEPUTY GLOBAL EDITOR-IN-
CHIEF OF AFP 
Chris Otton, a journalist with a distinguished international career, started this week as the deputy to the 
editor-in-chief of Agence France-Presse, Sophie Huet. 

Chris Otton, a 52-year-old British journalist, first worked in London for the Press Association and later joined the 
AFP Asia-Pacific desk in Hong Kong in 2001.

He was appointed as a correspondent in Kabul following the September 11 attacks on the United States, and later 
became news editor at the Jerusalem bureau during the peak of the Second Intifada (2003-2006).

Chris then spent two years in Johannesburg as news editor for Southern Africa, and five years as the bureau 
chief in New Delhi (2012-2017). He was then promoted to deputy editor-in-chief for North America in Washington 
during Donald Trump’s presidency, before taking on the same role for Europe, based in Paris, starting in 2021.

Two other journalists are joining the editor-in-chief’s team.

Rana Moussaoui, 44 years old, has gained extensive experience in the Middle East. A Lebanese national, she 
began her career in Beirut at the newspaper L’Orient-le Jour before being recruited by AFP to their regional desk 
in Nicosia in 2005. 

She returned to Beirut to cover Lebanese and Syrian news for 10 years, serving as a reporter and later as the 
deputy bureau chief. She was part of the team of special correspondents who covered the fall of Mubarak in 
Egypt. For the past five years, Rana Moussaoui has been responsible for covering artistic and cultural news from 
Paris.
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Rana will be joined on September 25th at the editor-in-chief’s department by Elodie Cuzin, who also brings a 
wealth of experience gained overseas. Elodie Cuzin, 43 years old and a French national, worked as an independent 
journalist for nearly 10 years in London and later in Madrid, where she joined the AFP bureau in 2011.

Appointed to Washington in 2015, she specialised in domestic politics and was one of the very few foreign 
correspondents accredited to follow Biden during the 2020 US presidential campaign. For the past two years, 
Elodie has served as the deputy head of the new editorial department at AFP in Paris dedicated to news in the 
digital world and culture.

About AFP: 
AFP is a leading global news agency, providing 24/7 coverage of world news across all fields. Benefitting from the strength of a 
network of 450 photographers spread across the world, AFP’s International Photo Service, recognised by its peers for its quality and 
its diversity, is rewarded each year at the biggest international awards in photojournalism. Built on the expertise of its photographers 
and photo editors, AFP’s photo offer is complemented by the production of more than 70 partner agencies. 
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